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Welcome to the first newsletter in Autumn. I cannot believe how fast the 
term is flying by! We’ve had plenty going on - Year 2 Arthurs Seat Eagle 
excursion, student photo day, preparation for NAPLAN for Years Three and 
Five students, District Swimming Competitions, Year 3 bike Ed, Year 4 to 
Year 6 House athletics and much more. 
 
Public Holiday 
A reminder that next Monday (11th) is a public holiday. I hope you have a 
great long weekend. The weather is looking good for some outside activities 
or those heading away to camp. 
 
Well done Foundation Students! 
Our 2024 Foundation students have made a super start to school. This week 
is a big week for them. It is their first week of attending five days of school. 
Well done on a great start to school! 
 
Meet the teacher conferences 
We have now completed our “Meet the Teacher” conferences. I would like 
to thank all of the parents who have attended the meetings with our staff 
over the past fortnight and for providing them with important insights into 
your child's learning and wellbeing. I would also like to thank our staff for 
their time and engagement in these meetings. We now encourage 
continued and open communication with your child's classroom teacher.  
 
Haileybury College 
For 2024, we have embarked on a collaboration with one of Australia's top 
schools, Haileybury College. This partnership reflects our dedication to 
enhance our teaching practices for a better learning experience for our 
students. See Mel Webb’s report later in the newsletter for more details. 

 
NAPLAN 
NAPLAN starts next week for our Year 3 and Year 5 students. Mrs Webb has 
provided information about the NAPLAN testing to parents in Year 3 and 
Year 5 through Compass messages. The tests will be conducted from 
Wednesday 13th of March to Wednesday 21st March. 

 



 
 

  

Date Year 3 Year 5 

Wednesday 13th March 9:00am – Writing (paper) 9:00am - Writing 

Thursday 14th March 9:00am - Reading 9:00am - Reading 

Friday 15th March Catch Up tests Catch Up tests 

Monday 18th March 9:00am – Conventions of Language 9:00am – Conventions of Language 

Tuesday 21st March 9:00am - Numeracy 9:00am - Numeracy 

Wed 22nd to Frid 24th Catch Up tests Catch Up tests 

 
NAPLAN student reports include four levels of achievement based on student proficiency. These levels are: 

• Exceeding 

• Strong 

• Developing 

• Needs Additional Support. 
The descriptors for each category will make it clear to parents what their child’s literacy and numeracy skills 
are at the time of NAPLAN testing. 
 
Lunchtime Clubs 
I’ve been so pleased with the turn out for our lunchtime clubs. Our clubs cater to a broad spectrum of 
hobbies, academic interests, and creative pursuits. Each term these clubs will change, so keep an eye out for 
any new clubs your child/ren might be interested in.  

 
 
District Swimming 
Congratulations to our students who swam their very best and had a great day at the district swimming 
carnival at Yawa on Wednesday. There were some amazing individual results with 17 individual students and 
4 of our relay teams qualifying for the Divisional Swimming Carnival in a few weeks. 
 
Choc Top 
As a treat, Friends of Osborne (FOS) have organised a Choc Top Day on Thursday the 21st March. I know the 
students really appreciate a little treat towards the end of the term. This a great way to get involved with FOS 
and put smiles on the students faces. If you have some time on that day we’d appreciate the help. Parent 
helpers will need to have a current Working with Children check. 
  
Please click on the link below to add your name. All help is appreciated and the students love these types of 
days. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBys0Gos6UDmCYraLQ0q6DkOKcq5SVNl6MiQK56c7Oo/edit?usp=sha
ring 
 
Thanks to Sarah Potts for organising the choc top day.   
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBys0Gos6UDmCYraLQ0q6DkOKcq5SVNl6MiQK56c7Oo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBys0Gos6UDmCYraLQ0q6DkOKcq5SVNl6MiQK56c7Oo/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

 

Year 6 Students & their Staff Mentors  
Since 2007 at Osborne Primary School, we have matched every Year 6 student with a Staff Mentor. This enables the 
students to have another adult in the school, besides their teacher, with whom they can build a supportive 
relationship. It has proven to be an important wellbeing initiative for students, especially for those who may have 
additional social and emotional needs.      
 
A couple of weeks ago when they were given the identity of their Mentor, the students wrote a letter to introduce 
themselves. Last week, all year 6 students shared a morning tea with their Staff Mentors. The morning tea allowed 
for some “getting to know you” time between the adults and students. We all enjoyed this time together.   
 
As the year progresses, we have a small group morning tea each term. Depending on the students and their adult, 
they will often have small “touch base” catchups e.g.: lunch with Mentors, visits to classrooms, time helping their 
Mentor etc. The students tell us that getting their Mentor is a special relationship that they look forward to having 
when they get to Year 6. The staff enjoy this opportunity for meeting and getting to know a couple of the Year 6 
students as interesting individual people, not just one of the ‘Year sixers’. We look forward to a great year with some 
profitable time spent together.    

 
Meet our School Captains 
Hi, I’m Indiana Hallam. The 2024 school captain. I enjoy reading, sports, and music. I don’t have a favourite book, but 
I love anything that’s written by Anh Do. I love to play AFL footy and basketball. I love Taylor Swift, my favourite song 
of hers is ‘love story’ but I also love the up-and-coming artist, Connor Price and play drums, I’m also learning bass for 
my band King Bob. I’m thrilled to be school captain alongside one of my best friends since prep Linkon Moorcroft. We 
have been really close ever since prep and I’m super happy we’re school captains together. 

 

Hi Osborne, my name is Linkon Moorcroft and I’m one of your new school captains for this year. My favourite 
subjects in school are maths and reading. I enjoy reading at school and at home before bed as much as I can. My 
favourite book series is Tom Gates, he is super funny! My hobbies out of school are footy, cricket and swimming. I 
was super exited when I found out that I was school captain this year and I’m super exited for the rest of this year! 
 
School Review 
I am currently serving on a review panel at Mt Martha Primary School, where I am assisting with the development of 
their four-year strategic plan. This role involves evaluating current practices, identifying areas for improvement, and 
recommending strategies to achieve long-term objectives and enhance the overall educational environment. 
 
Crossing the road 
Could parents please speak to their child/ren about crossing the road after school. Unfortunately, we still have some 
parents call out to their children to cross the road on Dunns Road at pick up time. The traffic and cars are very 
unpredictable at this time. I understand we’re all busy, but a moments mistake could have devastating 
consequences. I’ll speak about this, with our students, at our next assembly. 
 
School Council 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing School Council members Sarah Lawrence and Louise 
Barren. As the principal, I’m particularly grateful for their dedication, support, and service to Osborne PS.  
 
Sarah’s tenure as School Council President has been nothing short of exemplary. Her unwavering commitment has 
had a profound impact on our school. The role of a president is both challenging and crucial and her love for our 
school has enriched our community in ways that are not always seen but have had significant impact. 
 



 
 

  

Louise’s contributions have been equally significant. Her involvement and insights have played a critical role in our 
council's achievements. Her proactive efforts to support our initiatives have been invaluable. Her collaboration 
with the rest of the council has helped us realise many of our goals, creating a positive and lasting impact on our 
school. 
 
Thank you for your years of service and your profound effect on our school Sarah and Louise. 
 
Child Safety Standards 
At Osborne Primary School, we are committed to acting in the best interests of our students and keeping them safe 
from harm. The school regards its child protection responsibilities as being of the utmost importance. This means 
that in practice we are focussed on providing the necessary resources to ensure compliance with all relevant child 
protection legislation and regulations; and to maintaining a child safe culture. 
 
The following principles underpin our commitment to child safety: 

• All students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect. 

• Our school works in partnership with families and the community to ensure that they are engaged in 
decision-making processes, particularly those that have an impact on child safety and protection. 

• All students have the right to a thorough and systematic education in all aspects of personal safety, in 
partnership with their parents/guardians/caregivers. 

• All adults in our school, including teaching and non-teaching staff, volunteers and contractors as well as the 
broader school community have a responsibility to care for children and young people, to positively 
promote their wellbeing and to protect them from any kind of harm or abuse. 

• The policies, guidelines and codes of conduct for the care, wellbeing and protection of students are based 
on honest, respectful and trusting relationships between adults and children and young people. 

• Policies and practices demonstrate compliance with legislative requirements and cooperation with 
governments, the police and human services agencies. 

• All persons involved in situations where harm is suspected or disclosed must be treated with sensitivity, 
dignity and respect. 

• Staff, volunteers, contractors, parents/guardians and students should feel free to raise concerns about 
child safety, knowing these will be taken seriously by school leadership. 

• Appropriate confidentiality will be maintained, with information being provided to those who have a right 
or a need to be informed, either legally or pastorally. 

 
Osborne Primary School is committed to the continuous improvement of our Child Safe Program. The Program is 
regularly reviewed for overall effectiveness and to ensure compliance with all child protection related laws, 
regulations and standards. Our Child Safe Policy is available from the office and on our website. Please make an 
appointment to speak to a member of the Principal Class Team or notify police if you have any concerns about a 
child’s safety. 
 

Working with Children Checks (WWCC) 
We encourage and value parental and community support at Osborne. There are many ways that parents, 
grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We encourage all parents to obtain a Working with Children’s 
Check that will allow you to be very involved in your child’s education. These checks are free for volunteers and will 
allow you to be involved in as many school events as you require. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Brett Miller 
Principal 
 



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mathematics Daily Review Professional Development – Haileybury College 

 
Last year we had great success with implementing the Maths Daily Review school wide, and this 

year we are continuing to embed this daily routine and refine our practices. The Maths Daily 

Review runs for approximately 10 minutes and can be scheduled at any time of the school day. 

This teaching approach aims to build students’ automaticity with different maths concepts such 

as addition and subtraction facts, times tables, skip counting patterns, measurement, and fraction 

conversions.  

Building automaticity with essential maths skills reduces students’ cognitive load when learning 

new skills and concepts. It builds students’ confidence and gives teachers the opportunity to revise 

important curriculum areas. There are 3 phases of the daily review. They are: 

 

Last year some of the SIT (School Improvement Team) were very fortunate to visit Haileybury 

College to view their well-established Maths Warm Up/ Daily Review program. Haileybury have 

had remarkable results developing students’ automaticity with basic number facts, which then 

provides a foundation for mastering more complex skills. Building this does not come easy for some 

students.  

 

Last Wednesday, we were very excited to welcome Grenville Green (Haileybury Deputy Principal 

Junior School) and Kylie and Matt (Haileybury classroom teachers) to Osborne PS. The day 

commenced with an informative presentation from Grenville outlining the Daily Review process 

and improved maths results achieved by many public schools. Throughout the day Osborne 

teachers from Year 1 – 6 observed Kylie and Matt teach the Daily Review. Teams then followed 

up with a discussion and planning session. Grenville also worked with our Leading Teacher and 

Learning Specialist teachers, our Team Leaders and the Principal Team. He also observed some 

teachers teaching the Daily Review, providing useful feedback, and coaching. 

 

Implementing the Daily Review continues to remain a priority in our AIP (Annual Implementation 

Plan), and we are extremely privileged to be working with Haileybury College. I’d like to 

congratulate our students and staff on their professionalism and enthusiastic manner last week 

and I would also like to thank Grenville, Kylie and Matt for their willingness to share and support our 

journey with the Maths Daily Review implementation and for giving us the opportunity to work with 

such a highly regarded and performing school. 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 


