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OSBORNE PRIMARY SCHOOL

2655
PERSONAL GOODS POLICY

Rationale: 
Mobile phones, jewellery, electronic devices and games are important modern day communication tools, however they can easily be improperly used, lost or damaged and must therefore be effectively managed. Mobile phones can also be used to take photographs or films of individuals without their consent or be used to send harassing or threatening messages. The possession and use of all such personal goods by students can be disruptive to the learning environment at school. Such items are uninsured by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) and the school, and their loss or damage will generally be the responsibility of the owner. 
Aims:

· To ensure that all people who choose to bring personal assets to school do so with the full knowledge that the DEECD or the school will not accept liability for their loss or damage.
· To provide an environment that is safe, healthy and positively promotes the school’s image to the wider community 

· To ensure all student’s rights are protected and preserved

Implementation:

STUDENTS & PARENTS
· Parents and Students will be made aware each year via the Newsletter initially, that their personal goods are not covered by insurances held by DEECD.
· The school will discourage students from bringing unnecessary personal items to school, including mobile phones, electronic devices and games and jewellery that pose potential health, safety and school image problems. If necessary these devices will be confiscated and kept in the office until the end of the day. Parents will be called.

· Students are not to bring personal mobile phones to school unless permission from the principal has been successfully sought by parents who have outlined the health, safety or personal reasons that justify the student being in possession of a mobile phone. This request must be in writing on the approved school form. (copy attached)
· Students who have permission to bring a mobile phone to school must leave the phone at the office during school hours and collect it from the office at the end of school.

· During camps or excursions students are not to use the school’s mobile phones without permission directly from the Teacher in Charge.

· Students are not permitted to bring personal mobile phones on camps or excursions.

· Sunglasses may be worn during recess or lunch breaks, or may be worn on approved excursions and camps but remain the responsibility of the student at all times

STAFF

· All staff will be made aware at the start of each year that their personal goods are not covered by insurances held by DEECD and therefore the school does not accept responsibility for lost or damaged mobile phones and other personal goods.
· Staff will be provided with a lockable cabinet for smaller personal items.

· Any items confiscated from students are the responsibility of the staff member who took the items, and are to be returned to the student, to their parents or given to the principal – whichever is deemed as the most appropriate.

· Teachers in charge of all excursions and trips involving students must ensure the mobile phones or similar appropriate communications devices accompany each trip.

· Any concerns relating to personal goods owned by staff, students or visitors are to be directed to the principal.
· School mobile phones are not to be used for private calls, with the exception that staff are permitted to contact families or loved ones during overnight excursions or if an excursion is returning late.

Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed for effectiveness and modified as required to meet new circumstances e.g. changes in technology and as part of the school’s four-year review cycle.
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References:  DEECD Circular 038/2005 Personal Goods Brought to School at Owner’s Own Risk 


       DEECD Circular 179/2005 – Use of Mobile Phones by Students  


